Contemporary Issues in North Carolina and United States History
2005-06


Guiding Principles:

· The integrity of the elective course, Contemporary Issues in North Carolina, will be maintained.

· The elective course will be flexible in terms of pacing and will be augmented so that fundamental concepts of United States History are highlighted and re-enforced.  Teachers will select relevant topics from current situations and juxtapose the situation with appropriate historical links.  For example, a news article on the European Union will be used to examine the global situations that existed after World War I and World War II.  Students will compare and contrast the events, examine motivations and goals, and evaluate the potential for success.  
· Enduring understandings and essential questions will serve as the links between the two courses.

· Students will practice social studies skills so that they gain experience in dealing with all social studies content.  These include, but are not limited to, reading in the content area, interpreting charts, graphs, political cartoons, viewing topics from multiple perspectives, etc.  

	Elective Course Goal and Objective from NCSCOS
	Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions
	Links to United States History Goal and Objective from NCSCOS
	Skill Building Exercises 

	Goal 1: The learner will explore environmental issues affecting North Carolina.

Objective:

1.01 List current environmental issues in North Carolina.

1.02 Trace the origin of environmental problems and concerns.

1.03 Discuss the impact environmental problems have on the citizens of North Carolina.

1.04 Analyze the economic and political impact caused by environmental problems.

Goal 2:  The learner will evaluate North Carolina’s educational system as related to current concerns.
Objective:

2.01 Identify current problems impacting North Carolina’s educational system.

2.02 Analyze the legal and economic impact of recent court cases on education.

2.03 Analyze the implications of recent laws on public and charter schools.
2.04 Assess the impact of school accountability and the ABC program on public education.

2.05 Trace the history and future implication of educational funding.

Goal 3: The learner will analyze diversity in North Carolina and hypothesize future problems and solutions.

Objectives:

3.01 Explore the diverse populations in North Carolina.

3.02 Assess the needs, problems, and concerns of diverse groups.

3.03 Analyze the impact immigration and migration has on North Carolina’s economy.

3.04 Identify organizations designed to assist diverse groups and analyze their effectiveness.

3.05 Strategize various methods and types of assistance for involvement of students.

Goal 4: The learner will examine the state of North Carolina’s economy and consider ways to improve current conditions.

Objective:

4.01 Compare and contrast the economic situations in North Carolina over the last decade.

4.02 Analyze the changes and reasons for those changes.
4.03 Describe suggestion for solving economic problems.

Goal 5: The learner will analyze critical issues facing North Carolina’s youth.

Objective:

5.01 Define “today’s youth.”

5.02 Trace educational, economical, social, political, and legal issues confronting youth.

5.03 Formulate solutions and access venues for resolving issues confronting today’s youth.

Goal 6: The learner will address current legislative and governmental topics.

Objectives:

6.01 List current citizen concerns pertaining to North Carolinas politics and government.
6.02 Assess the feelings and opinions of citizens on selected topics.

6.03 Pose possible solutions to address concerns of the citizenry.

Goal 7: The learner will research the current transportation systems in North Carolina and outline possible proposals for the future.

Objectives:

7.01 Research the different transportation systems in North Carolina.

7.02 Identify problems associated with each transportation system.

7.03 Explore proposals for resolving transportation problems in the state.

7.04 Predict future transportation alternatives.

Goal 8: The learner will recognize important issues facing a technology-driven society.

Objectives:

8.01 Trace the development of technology in the state.

8.02 Identify various ways technology is used in North Carolina today.

8.03 Discuss the positive and adverse effects of technology on the state.

8.04 Analyze the importance of the Research Triangle Park and its impact in the area of technology.

Goal 9: The learner will analyze the state of North Carolina’s general welfare and site examples of ways to make positive changes.

Objectives:

9.01 Define “general welfare” as expressed in the United States and North Carolina constitutions.
9.02 Identify areas that constitute the “general welfare” in North Carolina.

9.03 Analyze ways North Carolina handles the “general welfare,” and explore ways to improve these issues.

9.04 Design goals for the state to implement in securing the “general welfare.”

Goal 10: The learner will examine local and community issues and identify ways to make positive contributions.

Objectives:

10.01 Compile a list of local and community concerns and issues.

10.02 Explore current and future solutions to issues.

10.03 Formulate solutions and access venues for resolving and confronting today’s issues.

10.04 Identify community service organization and analyze their importance.

10.05 Assess ways students can become involved in and help resolve local and community issues.


	Enduring Understanding:
Geographical climate and physical features influence the culture, economy, and lifestyle of its people.
Essential Questions:

· How do environmental changes impact the lifestyle of a regions population?
· How do individuals react and adapt to changes in the environment?

Enduring Understandings:

Individuals and groups are often motivated to improve society through various reforms.
Essential Questions:

· What impact can education have on society?
· How has the educational system evolved in the U.S.?
· Are there still areas in which education can be improved?

· How has education been used as a political tool?

Enduring Understandings:

Changes in economic opportunity often lead to population growths and shifts.
Essential Questions:

· Why do individuals migrate or immigrate to certain areas?
· What issues might arise in a specific area due to a rise in immigration?
Enduring Understandings:

In order to realize economic growth individuals and groups must continuously seek to improve the factors of production.

Essential Questions:

· What factors might influence the growth of an economy?
· What factors might hinder the growth of an economy?

Enduring Understandings:
The success or failure of future societies is greatly influenced by the success or failure of future generations.
Essential Questions:

· How do social, political, and economic changes impact the youth of society?
· What motivates young people in this particular era?

· What opportunities are available to the youth of the nation at this particular time?

Enduring Understandings:

Democracy is a process not a finished product.
Essential Questions:

· Can government ever be perfect?
· How has American democracy changed as society has grown and changed?
Enduring Understandings:

Innovations and improvements in transportation greatly impact the landscape of society and the economy.
Essential Questions:

· What are the economic advantages of improved transportation?
· How can improved transportation impact quality of life in a society?

· What drawbacks can be associated with transportation innovation?

Enduring Understandings:

Advances in science and technology have led to an improved standard of living as well as a more diversified global economy.
Essential Questions:

· What technological advancements have made life easier?
· What are some components of developing technology?

Enduring Understandings:

The government and the citizens of, have an equally important role in maintaining the well-being of society.
Essential Questions:

· What roles and responsibilities do citizens hold in their community?
· How does the government support the citizens of a community?

Enduring Understandings:

The government and the citizens of, have an equally important role in maintaining the well-being of society.

Essential Questions:

· What roles and responsibilities do citizens hold in their community?

· How does the government support the citizens of a community?


	Possible Topics:
Current Events: Seasonal Hurricanes
(August through November), EPA policies, emissions standards, Kyoto Protocol, FEMA
U.S. Topics: “Dust Bowl”, Hiroshima post WWII, Victory Gardens (WWII), colonial boycotts using substitute goods, colonial staple crops, acid rain, nuclear meltdowns (Three Mile Island & Chernobyl), Exxon-Valdes disaster, Greenpeace
Possible Topics:
Current Events: Leandro School Funding court case, NCLB Legislation, IDEA 2005, North Carolina Calendar Bill, Gates Foundation Small School Initiative

U.S. Topics: Puritan schools, American Dictionary of the English Language, Horace Mann, McGuffey’s Readers, immigrant assimilation, Scopes trial, Brown v. Board of Education, Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, PL94-142 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act
Possible Topics:
Current Events: Immigration and Naturalization Services, border security post 9/11
U.S. Topics: Irish Potato Famine, Chinese Exclusion Act, Jim Crow Laws, KKK, ghettos, restrictive covenants, naturalization, Gentleman’s Agreement, Immigration Restriction Act of 1921, Japanese internment, United Farm Workers, Immigration Act of 1965, Immigration Act of 1990, California’s Proposition 209
Possible Topics:
Current Events: Government rulings and civil cases dealing with the tobacco industry, closing of textile mills (Pillowtex), collective bargaining, foreign outsourcing, tourism, corporate accounting scandals
U.S. Topics: colonial cash crops, mercantilism, “King Cotton”, American System, transcontinental railroad, Bessemer process, mass production, Social Darwinism, Sherman Anti-trust Act, AFL, banana republics, Open Door Policy, Laissez Faire, assembly line, buying on margin, welfare capitalism, consumer credit, stagflation, deregulation, supply-side economics, corporate downsizing, NAFTA
Possible Topics:
Current Events: youthful offenders, drug use, sexual promiscuity, the “culture war”, corporate outsourcing, racism, student loan reductions, educational standards, educational tracking and identification
U.S. Topics: Jacob Riis (Children of the Poor), flappers, the Beat Generation, the counter-culture movement, hippies, Kent State, SNCC, Little Rock Nine, James Meredith, Freedom Riders, 26th Amendment, MTV generation, Gen-X, slackers
Possible Topics:
Current Events: CAFTA, the Patriot Act, proposed privatization of Social Security, healthcare, importation of prescription drugs, Iraqi reconstruction, military spending, federal judicial appointments
U.S. Topics: ratification of the Constitution, Federalism, Two-Party System, universal suffrage, 13th, 14th, 15th, 19th, 26th, Amendments, Marshall Court, Warren Court, NAFTA

Possible Topics:
Current Events: proposed Light Rail system for Charlotte, CATS funding, I-485 loop, I-85 widening project, urban sprawl, low-cost airlines, airline mergers, US Airways Charlotte hub
U.S. Topics: American System, Erie Canal, Robert Fulton, Transcontinental Railroad, Panama Canal, Wright Brothers, Pan Am, Henry Ford, Federal-Aid Highway Act (1956), NASA
Possible Topics:
Current Events: distance learning, hybrid automobile engines, satellite technology, laser surgery, high definition television, cellular phone service, CD/DVD

U.S. Topics: cotton gin, interchangeable parts, mechanical reaper, light bulb, telegraph, telephone, electricity, assembly line, vaccines, nuclear power, biotechnology, GE, IBM, Sputnik, Microsoft
Possible Topics:
Current Events: any press releases dealing with Office of the Governor and/or NC General Assembly
U.S. Topics: U.S. Constitution (Articles), NC State Constitution, US Cabinet positions (roles), IRS, Social Security Act, New Deal, Great Society, Affirmative Action

Possible Topics: 
Current Events: any press releases that deal with County Commissioners, Office of the Mayor or other departments of local government

U.S. Topics: New England Town Meeting, referendum, activism, progressivism, universal manhood suffrage


	Hurricane Research Study

Using the disastrous aftermath of Hurricane Hugo in 1989 trace the economic, political, and social ramifications of such an event.
Key Ideas include: disaster relief, property loss, future lost wages and income both individual and governmental, technological advancements in detection and preparation.
Sources: Many hurricane history and update webpages exist, among them is Hurricane Alley, which allows individuals to track hurricanes up to the minute.
Brainstorming Activity
In groups of 3-4 list as many programs and curricular areas as you can that are offered in your current school system or site.
Then group them by category of importance to you and the overall school or system.

Finally list needs that you feel your school or system may lack.

Teacher Input : provide students with lists of specialty and magnet schools in the district.
Provide students with list of laws and educational reforms that directly led to the programs they have categorized.
Students: Returning to original lists can now match-up laws and reforms to current or need programs.

As a Class: Timeline all components to see which reforms preceded which programs from the colonial period to the present.
Discuss: The direction that education is currently moving.

Debating Diversity Contributions and Complications

Group students into various ethnic groups: African American, Native American, Hispanic, Asian-Pacific, Eastern European, Middle Eastern.
Assign students to develop a platform for selling their ethnic group to you (teacher represents state of NC).  Be sure to provide them with a list of issues that immigrants may be saddled with.

Students must then make a convincing argument over why their ethnic group will benefit and contribute to the general welfare of the state of NC.

Prior to assignment, list for students laws which had been enacted for the very reason of discriminating against different ethnic groups.
Maintaining Industry Activity

In groups of 3-4 select students to start, run, and operate either a Tobacco facility or a Textile mill.
Have them begin with colonial development and maintain that industry to the current era.

Explain the importance of innovation, marketing, government assistance, and workforce development in being successful.

Stop students at critical periods to discuss the following issues that their industry will need to adjust for or deal with, government regulation, labor unions, outsourcing, and so on.

Finally compare and contrast why one industry may have been able to sustain while the other faltered. Discuss those ramifications across social, economic, and political lines.
Primary Source Activity
Collect various youth written primary sources from previous eras, such as the flappers, the beatniks, the hippies, and the slackers.
Prior to assigning the readings, as a whole class brainstorm and list on the board issues that students must deal with in this current era.

Without identifying when these were written assign students to read through these excerpts that describe being a youth in said era.

Have students discuss as a whole class some of the issues that are described within each primary resource.  List these on the board next to the brainstormed current issues.

Compare the lists and explain that these readings may have come from students of different generations but many parallel issues still exist between them.
What is Social Security Activity
Since the reorganization of Social Security will be topical always and especially with the current administration have students trace the development of the current system.
Starting with the basic New Deal policy bring Social Security up to the current political imbroglio and discuss ramifications of proposed changes by creating pro/con chart.

Research public approval ratings of proposed changes and lobbying groups involved.

Finally connect all of the above issues to the residents of NC in order to see how this will impact them socially, politically, and especially economically.

      I-485 Development   

       Research Project
With the I-485 loop project about to reach completion this project can help students discover what actually takes place in developing transportation systems.

Students should meet the following criteria when researching this topic:

-How did the project get started, what legislation was passed, how much money was allotted for this project, and what was the goal.

-What stumbling blocks were there to completing the project such as eminent domain, land clearing issues, were there protests.

-Current state of project should conclude research: what issues remain, when will the project be complete, has improved the transportation issues it sought to improve or created new issues.
   Technology Group Activity
In groups of 3-4, students will choose 1 particular technological advancement from a teacher allowed list to research.
The students will do the following with that particular advancement:

· Inventor, time period in which it was developed and why it was developed.
· Practical uses of that particular technology, how it has improved life (if it has), and changes that have been since its development.
· Final section should deal with where can this technology go in the future?  Students should brainstorm real world issues that could benefit from further technological development in the field they studied. 
  Community Service Project
As a class adopt a site such as a nursing home, a public park, the SPCA, one of various shelters, or any other public facility.

1) Research the site or program to see what its goals are, who they service, and what needs they might have.

2) Design a proposal to provide assistance to the site or program as part of community service.  Outline what you can offer and when.

3) Work with the site or program to develop a calendar and schedule for when assistance can be given and in what capacity.

4) Determine a final outcome you would like to accomplish in order for this type of community service to continue.
            Student Political 

         Campaign Program
First off in order to accomplish this exercise it will be imperative that this goal be taught out of sequence in order to coincide with the November elections.

1) Students will hold an in class election to select a local politician who is running for office to support.

2) Students will then need to contact and compile information on the candidate or current politician in order to understand the platforms.

3) Students will want to invite the politician to speak to the class to personalize the project.

4) Students will actively campaign for candidate in various ways including adopting a local precinct to campaign during the election.  



